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students of Nanyang Girls’ High School forming the Chinese charascters for Nanyang to co

Nanyang alumni
recall good old days

Nostalgia hits hard as Nanyang
schools mark 100th anniversary

Sue-Ann Tan

From wading through flood waters
to spot checks on haie lengths,
these are things remembered
fondly by alumni of the Manvang
schools - Manvang Primary and
MNanmyang Girls’ High Schaal,

The sense of nostalgia hit them
hard over the weekend at an event
to celebrare Nanvang's 100th an-
nlversary this vear,

It all started in 1917 when
Manyang Girls' Sehool wis founded
by businessmen Tan Char Lam and
Teo Eng Hock, the great grand
uncleof Deputy Prime Minister Teo
Chee Hean, who wanted to give
girls an education. [t was open to
hoth primary puplls and secondary
students. In 1934, It opened a
J-:il:l-iu:p;n:rll:n hranch and, in 1978,
the primary school was separated
from the secondary section,

Throwghout its long history, it has
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produced an Elustrbous lst of
alumni, including Prime Minister
Lewe Haien Loong and Singapore’s
first female Olympian, Madam
Tamg Poi Wah, noaw 53,

The latter enrolled in Mamyang
Primary in 1946 and completed her
secondary education there in 1954,

The Olymplan flest discovered
her skills in burdles and jumping
when she got bored waiting For the
school bus in Nanyang Primary.

“Iaoabd set up my own makeshife
hurdles and then keep adding more
ter make myself jump higher. 1 be-
Came guite an expert without know-
ingit," she said.

Howewver, her sporting interests
clashed with her parents’ desive For
heer to it in with the traditional im-
age of women at the time,

“My parents didn't like me to go
out and do sports,” Madam Tang re-
called. "My teachers had to go to my
house.. to reassure them that they
windld take care of me."

Indeed, one of the most vivid
memaries for Madam Tang is how a
teacher would always accompany
her for sports mests in places like
Malavsia, “All the other athletes
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My parents didn't like me to go ot and dio s poris.
Wy teachers had to go o my house... o reassure
them that they would take care of me.

SINGAPORES FIRST FEMALE OLYMPLAN, MADAM TANG PLI
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knew me becanse | was e only omne
who had a reacher with me,” she
sabd with alaugh. She went on o rep-
resent ﬁil‘lE.‘IpﬂTL" at the age ot 19in
the 10Hm sprint and SOm hurdies at
the 1952 Helsinki Odympic Games,

Besides teachers, the friendships
forged in Manyang during the girls'
formative years were also some-
thuing the aluinl never foegor.

M Tjiowe Ka I, 52, chiefl operating
officer of restaurant group Tung
Lok, still staysin touch with her Pri-
mary 1 friends. She attended
Manyang From 1972 to 1982, through
primary and secondary school.

An experlence that the Nanyang
family seems vo share ks thar of und-
formn aped chiecks, especially when
thae girks had o keep short hair,

“0Oar hair could only be an ineh be-
low thie earlobe,” Ms Tiioe recalled.

While this scems strice today, Ms
Ang Fung Fung, chairman of
Manyang Girls' board of direcoors,
sald short hale was a form of lHbera-
thon. “It actually represented us be-
g Mree from condiraints,” said the
47-year-old audit partner, wha at-
tended Namyang from 1982 (o 1955,

She remembers wading through
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mmemarate the schools WD0th birthday this year. PAOTOS: NANYANG GIRLS HIGH SCHOCL

Nood waters up to her knees to get
to school in the rain, “0ur uniforms
got soaked and became transhu-
cent, but it’s a gifls’ school so it was
okay,” she added with a laugh.,

Omne old girl who has been both
student and educatar in Nanyang is
its principal, Madam Heng Boey
Hong, 5L She enrolled o the sec-
ondary schoal in 1979, returned 1o
Manyvang Primary in 199% as
vice-principal and then principal,
before joining the secondary schoal
againin X009 as principal.

Madam Heng, who was inthe first
batch of Special Assistance Man stu-
dents, credits Manyvang for her lan-
guage skills and hoges 1o continue
the sehool's focus on bilingualism,

“1 came From a k:lmpnlng wrhoaol
where they spoke Teachew,” she
said, "Only when [went to Nanyang
did | realize there were girls who
could speak English. That was
where 1 bulle the foundatlon of
ko vwo languages well.”

As principal, Madam Heng still
ingists that the girls leam 00 classi-
cal Chinese poems a year, so that
they will appreciabe the culture,

She also emphasises the school
motte of dilipence, prudence. re-
spectahilicy and simplicity. After 22
vears in Nanyang, the morto has be-
come a part of who she i4. “Some of
my colleagues have teased that if
wo et me open, my Blood will
spell ‘Wanyang'.” she quipped.

As for the next 100 years, Madam
Heng hopes that Manyang will con-
tinue o held fond memaories for fu-
ture generations of girls, “1 hope it
will be a school where every girl
“‘II'!I‘ JI.‘iI'I:'L'H LAl I'illlhk I:I.].I.'l: ..'lfld I.'Il'
prousd that they were part of it,”
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Fcame from a kamipung schoolwhere they spoke
Tescteew. Chnly wlien D went to Nanyang did |
realise there were girks wha could speak English.
Thar was where [ built the Foundation of Knowing
rwls languages well,

HANYANG GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIFAL HERG BOEY HONG
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Maryang girls had the oppartunity ta take art lessens in
the 1850
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From 19382, all Secondary 1 students were able to woe the
audic-viswal resources for self-directed learming.
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Maryang Girks' students putting up a theatre production
af Liu San Jie in 1994,



